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BERC White Papers Research Topic Proposal

The purpose of the BERC White Papers program is to match up students with similar interests but unique knowledge sets so that they may work together to (1) explore a research topic requiring cross-disciplinary analysis, and (2) produce a quality research document for presentation at a conference or publication in a peer-reviewed journal.  This is an application for any graduate student who wishes to submit a research project idea to the BERC White Papers team, in order to be matched up with potential co-researchers. Proposals are due on September 12, 2011.
Selection Process and Confidentiality statement: The BERC White Papers team will keep all applications and proposed research topics confidential. If your proposal is accepted and you are matched with other applicants, you will be notified and provided their contact information. It will be up to you to present your research idea and discuss independently with that team. Your research proposal will not be shared outside the BERC White Papers application review team without your notification and consent.

Name________________________________ Email___________________________________

Program (department and degree goal)__________________________

Semester entered Berkeley ___________________________________

Expected (or hoped for) graduation _____________________________

Research topic: ____________________________________________

If you are currently working on related research with UC Berkeley faculty who might be interested in participating and/or providing guidance on a white paper, please list their name(s) here: 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Please select the research areas in which you are most interested (check all that apply):

· Scientific/technical questions

· Legal issues surrounding an energy and resources matter

· Policy issues

· Business opportunities/market analysis

· Cost/economic analysis

· Health issues

· Other _______________
Proposal: Please write a proposal (500 words or less) for the white paper you would like to write this year. Include a description of its relationship to your ongoing or completed research, experiments you have in progress, or courses you are currently enrolled in or have previously completed.

Personal Statement: Please write a personal statement (300 words or less) describing your interests in and commitment to working collaboratively with other students on a research project.

Skills: Which SCIENCE/QUANTITATIVE skills would be VERY helpful for team members to have in order to contribute to this project? (check all that apply)

· Energy conservation and unit analysis

· Solar cell basic knowledge

· Fuel/combustion basic knowledge

· Wind/wave/motion energy basic knowledge

· Biochemistry/molecular biology basic knowledge

· Climate change process basic knowledge

· Other forms of energy-related pollution knowledge

· Natural and biological sciences knowledge

· Modeling, computational, or programming knowledge

· Other __________________________

Which RESEARCH skills would be VERY helpful for team members to have in order to contribute to this project? (check all that apply)

· Statistical analysis

· Political analysis

· Macroeconomic analysis

· Microeconomic analysis

· Foreign relations analysis

· Health policy analysis

· Environmental policy analysis

· Social/behavioral analysis

How many hours per week can you commit to BERC White Papers? _____

Resume or Qualifications: Please attach a resume to this proposal. It does not need to be formal, but it should outline any applicable skills and experience.

Is there any other information or supporting materials you would like to share? Attach a separate sheet if necessary. 
_______________________________________________________________________________

Questions/Concerns: If you have any questions or concerns about this application, please email the BERC White Papers team at: BERCWhitePapers@gmail.com.

PAGE  
1
    Fall 2011  |  BERC White Papers Research Topic Proposal

